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Giving Thanks…In All Things!

On display in the French Academy of Science is
a shoemaker’s awl. An awl is a small, pointed
tool that marks surfaces and pierces holes in
leather. It looks ordinary, but behind the little
awl lies a story of both tragedy and victory.

One day, it fell from the shoemaker’s table and
struck his nine–year–old son's eye. Within weeks,
the child was blind in both eyes and had to
attend a special school for the sightless.

At that time, the blind read by using large
carved wooden blocks that were clumsy and
awkward to handle. When he grew up, the
shoemaker’s son devised a new reading system
of punched dots on paper. And to do it, Louis
Braille used the same awl that had blinded him.

Even our toughest moments can be things we
can be grateful for. As we approach the
Holidays, God can use tragedies to produce
victories. Think of how many blind people can
communicate and read because of Louis Braille’s
determination. We can come alongside people in
our community in a powerful way.On Sunday,
November 8 , we will take up our Season of
Giving offering to help us give Thanksgiving
Baskets on Saturday, November 21  from 9 a.m.-
10:30 a.m. and help others for Christmas. We can
help bring a measure of thankfulness in all things
to others in our community. 
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See you Sunday!

Pastors Kent and Staci
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